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tion and his multiplied honors. In "Mind and Matter" we find many 
wise thoughts, pleasantly expressed, but nothing that is either very 
new or very striking. The essays are in the dialogue form, which 
is well managed. Rejecting the theory of the phrenologists, that the 
lobes and convolutions of the brain mark special mental faculties, and 
holding to the theory of the independent and immaterial existence of 
the soul, the author maintains that the brain and the spinal cord are 
the agents and channels in the processes of thought, and that the souls 
of animals are analogous to the souls of men. His views are those of 
the majority of enlightened thinkers, and are confirmed by an abun- 
dance of illustrations. The observations upon "dreams" and "sleep" 
are very interesting, and those upon "moral insanity" are timely. 
The name of the American editor is not given, and his labors seem to 
have been slight, if they are contained in the short appendix of notes. 



9. — The History of Massachusetts. The Gommonwealth Period. By 
John Stetson Baeet^ Boston. 1857. 8vo. pp. 480. 

Me. Baeet is to be congratulated on having done so well a work 
which he has done so quickly. This third volume follows quite close 
upon the second, chiding the tardiness of some more noted historical 
writers ; yet it bears in its composition no mark of haste or careless- 
ness. Mr. Barry's principal fault as a writer of history is not want of 
accuracy or want of patience. His candor, faithfulness, and deliberate 
justice are apparent in all his volumes, — eminently so in this last. 
He has only collated and judged the written records, without attempt- 
ing to establish any of his own theories. If not a philosophical, he is 
at least an honest historian. He writes of the Revolution and its bat- 
tles without abusing the Tories, and he writes of the Hartford Conven- 
tion without vilifying those who called that band of patriots a band of 
selfish traitors. He defends John Hancock while he praises Samuel 
Adams, and does not denounce Elbridge Gerry in his admiration of 
Caleb Strong. His account of Shays's rebellion, its causes, move- 
ments, strifes, and issues, is the fairest that we have ever seen, doing 
full justice to the insurgents, without palliating their mistakes or their 
unlawful acts. The debates in the Massachusetts Convention for rati- 
fying the Federal Constitution are also excellently described. 

The freshest and most entertaining chapter in the volume is the fifth, 
which treats of the manners and customs of Massachusetts at the close 
of the last century. Without any effort at fine or picturesque writing, 
the author has brought together many miscellaneous facts which intro- 
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duce US to the actual life of the men of the Eevolution better than any 
abstract of their debates in Congress or of their doings on the battle- 
field. We have to complain of the chapter, that it is too short. The 
best part of it is extracted from a rare book of travels by the Abbe 
Eobin, one of the chaplains of the French army during the American 
war. Some of M. Robin's views must be taken with considerable 
allowance. He saw everything more favorably than an impartial wit- 
ness would, and evidently wished to exaggerate the importance of the 
people whose shores he visited. 

The defects of Mr. Barry's composition are too great fondness for 
poetical quotations, — especially from Shakespeare, who is often called 
in to illustrate some subject utterly incongruous with the quotation, — 
and a slight tendency to prosy and needless moralizing. The weak- 
nesses of individuals are often excused on the ground of the radical de- 
fects of human nature. This style of preaching adds nothing to the 
value, as it certainly adds nothing to the interest, of a history. Mr. Bar- 
ry's sin in this regard is not, however, excessive. 



10. — Greece and the Greeks of the Present Day. By Edmond 
About. Translated by authority. New York: Dix, Edwards, 
& Co. 1857. 16mo. pp. 376. 

The fascinating style and curious revelations of M. About's work 
on Greece attracted to it at the time of its publication more notice 
than is usually given to works of such a kind. Paris was amused, and 
Athens was enraged. All suspected that the temptation of fine writing 
had colored some of the statements too highly, and the Philhellenes, 
both in and out of Greece, were profuse in their charges of malice and 
falsehood. But more than two years have passed, and in all important 
particulars the work of M. About remains uncontradicted. The just 
charge which would lie against him is, that, while he tells the truth, he 
does not tell the whole t iitli ; that, while he shows the weak and bad 
side of Greek character and life, he does not as fairly show the good 
side ; perhaps, also, that he does not do justice to the difficulties which 
the Greeks have had to contend with in the way of their national devel- 
opment. Considering these difficulties, the progress of the Greek nation 
has been extraordinary, and unparalleled in the history of any other 
European state. It is very easy to find fault with the Greeks, that 
they have not in a quarter of a century risen from utter barbarism to 
the best civilization of France or Germany. But it would be hard for 
the brilliant critics to show another instance in which a quarter of a 



